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the Senator. I went up to him after-
wards and asked him how many Ohio-
ans had lost their lives in Iraq. He said
the number was 140. He has given 90
tributes on the floor and hopes before
he leaves the Senate in a few weeks to
finish the last 50. He is determined to
get it done as a tribute to these fami-
lies. He said: It is about all we can do,
isn’t it? He is right. It says a lot about
MIKE DEWINE, a lot that many of us al-
ready knew.

I came to Congress with MIKE in 1982.
I recall we were both elected to the
House of Representatives. I was from
the central part of Illinois and he was
from Ohio. We had a dinner at the
White House. I recall that his wife
Fran, who had just had a baby a few
days before, came in her beautiful
gown with her husband MIKE in a tux-
edo, carrying a basket with their baby
in it. They sat down next to Loretta
and myself for dinner with President
Reagan that night. I have joked about
that because I met that little girl re-
cently. She has grown up now, and we
remembered the first time we ever laid
eyes on her.

MIKE and I have worked on so many
things—the global AIDS epidemic. He
has been my go-to guy on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle. When I had abso-
lutely given up any hope of passing leg-
islation for hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to save hundreds of millions of
lives, MIKE managed to help out in
many different ways.

He invited me once to travel to Haiti
with him. Haiti is a DeWine family
project. MIKE and Fran have made over
15 trips to that poor island and have
met with so many people there in or-
phanages and on streets trying to help
them. There is a little school in Port-
au-Prince, the Becky DeWine school,
named after MIKE and Fran’s late
daughter. They have poured more love
and resources into that school for some
of the poorest kids on this planet than
we could ever count. They worked to-
gether with Father Tom of Hands To-
gether and so many other great char-
ities that have done such work.

As I listened to MIKE tonight give his
tributes to these Ohio soldiers, I was
reminded what a quality individual he
is. Elections come and go. People win
and people lose. But the quality of
MIKE DEWINE’s service to the Senate
on behalf of the people of Ohio is writ-
ten large in the history of this institu-
tion.

I thank him for his friendship and for
his leadership. I wish him, Fran, and
the entire family the very best in
whatever their future endeavors might
entail.

———

SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in a few
moments there will be a number of res-
olutions offered on the floor of the Sen-
ate on a variety of different issues.
Some of them have been spoken to. A
resolution which I have offered is re-
lated to the fact that we are in the
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fourth year of an anniversary of the
death of our colleague Senator Paul
Wellstone of Minnesota.

I look back on a career of service in
the House and Senate and remember a
handful of very special people who
passed on or left this institution. One
of those was Paul Wellstone. What an
extraordinary fellow. The most un-
likely Senator you would ever see. He
just didn’t look the part at all. Maybe
that is why he did so well in Minnesota
and was so effective here. He was cut
from a different mold. He used to sit
back here in the last row, and he would
stand and speak. He would stand in the
middle of the aisle as he spoke and
would kind of saunter around. He had a
back injury from wrestling. He loved
wrestling; not the kind you see on tele-
vision but real collegiate wrestling. His
involvement in wrestling cost him
some back injuries that haunted him
his entire life. So he would walk with a
kind of a cantered gait as he went back
and forth on the aisle and all around
the Senate.

But people didn’t remember that
part. They remembered what he had to
say and they remembered what was in
his heart. Paul Wellstone used to say
that he thought there were two nec-
essary ingredients for success in public
service. One was hard work; the other
was passion. He had both of them. No-
body worked harder for everything he
believed in and for his State of Min-
nesota, and nobody came to these
issues with more passion.

I can recall the last time I saw him.
He was a few feet away from me here.
It was the night we cast our vote on
the Iraqi war. It was a vote that was a
hard one. Nobody cared for Saddam
Hussein. Nobody wanted to see him
continue in power. We certainly want-
ed to protect our country. But there
were genuine concerns felt by many of
us as to whether we really understood
what lie ahead in that war, the threat
to the United States, and whether we
were being told everything we needed
to know.

Twenty-three of us voted against the
war that night. I was one, Paul
Wellstone was another. It was even
later than now that night, and I came
to the well on the floor to say goodbye
to Paul because we were both off for
the reelection campaigns of 4 years
ago. I came over to wish him well, and
I said, ‘‘Paul, I hope that vote doesn’t
cost you the election.” He said, ‘“You
know, it is OK if it does because that is
what I believe and that is who I am.
The people of Minnesota would expect
nothing less from me.” It was the last
time I ever saw him. He went home,
and within 2 weeks he was killed in a
plane crash with his wife and staff
members.

I went up to the memorial service for
Paul. There was an amazing turnout at
the University of Minnesota in tribute
to this small-in-stature but great-in-
service Senator from Minnesota. The
one thing that he returned to over and
over again was the issue of fairness and
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equal treatment for those suffering
from mental illness. Paul’s family had
been stricken with mental illness, and
hardly any family in America has been
spared. He Kknew firsthand what it
meant to suffer from mental illness
and not be able to afford a doctor’s
care or the medicine needed by people
who are suffering from it. He worked
with Senator DOMENICI from New Mex-
ico, a Republican, on passage of legisla-
tion for equal treatment under health
insurance for those suffering from men-
tal illness.

The Surgeon General determined in a
1999 report that mental illness is large-
ly Dbiologically based and effective
treatments exist. It is a disease that
can be treated. In 1996, Senators
DoMENICI and Wellstone championed a
bill requiring insurers to offer mental
health care and to offer comparable
benefit caps for mental health and
physical health. But there was a big
loophole in the bill, and they knew it.
The bill didn’t require group health
plans to include mental health cov-
erage as a benefit. Even with the 1996
law in place and 22 States mandating
full parity, mental health services con-
tinued to be subject to higher limita-
tions than other health treatments.

The parity law in place that I re-
ferred to expires at the end of this
year. I hoped 4 years ago, when we were
caught up in the emotions of Paul’s
death, that we would come back and
pass legislation that he called for and
worked for with Senator DOMENICI.
Four years have passed and it hasn’t
happened. Many people continue to suf-
fer, continue to go without the basic
care they need.

Resolutions come and go, and very
few people pay much attention to
them. I don’t think this will be a lead
line in any newspaper in America, but
the purpose of this resolution is to put
the Senate on notice that it has been
the fourth anniversary of the death of
a man we loved in the Senate, Paul
Wellstone, and also to urge us to re-
member his mission in the Senate
when it came to mental health. The
purpose clause of this resolution reads:

Congress should act to end discrimination
against citizens of the United States who
live with a mental illness by enacting legis-
lation to provide for the coverage of mental
health benefits with respect to health insur-
ance coverage.

I would like the language to be
stronger, but I understand this was the
best we could do this evening. We can
prove that Paul Wellstone was right
and that we care about his legacy by
enacting this legislation when we re-
turn. I will be working with Senator
KENNEDY, Senator ENzI, and all of my
colleagues to do our best to make sure
that does occur.

——
DARFUR

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor tonight because during the
break, I sat and watched ‘60 Minutes”’
with my wife one evening. During the
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